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The Old Gun and the Headstrong Historian 
Summary
“The Old Gun” is a story of a sixteen-year-old teenager known as Dasuo, whose family owned a gun that her grandmother forbade him from touching since it had killed his father and grandfather. However, out of hunger and poverty, he wanted to use the gun to kill a bird for its meat. Unluckily, after repeated attempts, the gun did not fire, however; the last time when the gun was pointing at him, he shot himself. On the other hand, the Headstrong Historian follows the story of a Nigerian woman by the name Nwamgba who went through many miscarriages before getting her first son, Anikwanwa and later a grandchild, Grace. Anikwanwa grows up educated and as a staunch Christian that he forbids his mother, Nwamgba, from seeing her children unless she gave over to the Christian faith. However, Grace comes to resent her father from rejecting their tradition and makes it her life project to write about Nigerian history and later on as an old woman, she legally changes her name to Afamefuna.
The Psychodynamic Theory
[bookmark: _GoBack]The first staking dissimilarity between the two stories is the success of Grace and in contrast the death of Dasuo. Although both stories have similar beginnings in that they are filled with sadness and grief, the two children are raised differently. While Grace received Western and Christian education under the insistency of her father, Dasuo’s grandmother raised him through violence and excessive punishment. Emphatically, Dasuo’s grandmother axed his stumps whenever he touched the gun. According to the psychodynamic theory, childhood events contribute enormously to the shaping of an individual's life, for instance, personality. The approach explains that childhood experiences remain rooted in an individual's behaviors and feelings, thus the close relation of child abuse and emotional dysregulation. The rationale behind this logic being a child's emotional development is directly associated with the family's emotional climate and their interactions with guardians (Herron, 2018). 
The Social Learning Theory
In agreement with psychodynamic theory, the social learning theory also explains the discrepancy between the two stories. The theory states that an individual acquires new behaviors through observations and imitations. Essentially, the social learning theory states that people acquire knowledge by explicitly observing others within the context of social interactions, experiences and outside media influences. In other words, an individual’s behavior is a mere replica of other people's actions (Akers, 2016). As such, Grace’s action of learning the Western education is a replica of his father’s actions who also went through the same education system. On the other hand, Dasuo’s action of relentlessly trying to use the gun is an imitated behavior from his relatives since he knew when the gun fires a shot, although oblivious of how to use it, has the potential of causing death.
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